
CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF BONITA SPRINGS 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2015 
9:00A.M. 

CITY HALL 
9101 BONITA BEACH ROAD 

BONITA SPRINGS, FLORIDA 34135 
MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 

Mayor Ben L. Nelson, Jr. called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. 

I. INVOCATION: 

Pastor Russ Winn, with Springs Church, furnished the invocation. 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

At the request of Mayor Nelson, Council Member Steve Slachta led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

III. ROLL CALL: 

Mayor Nelson and all Council Members were in attendance. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 

8:57:55 AM Rick Steinmeyer addressed the stormwater drainage Bio-Reactor pilot project in Agenda Item 
VII. A., and concerns he had regarding odor and mosquitos. 

8:58:45 AM Kevin Barry, founder of the Bonita Blues Festival, was in attendance to ask Council for their 
support for their requested special event permit to hold the Blues Festival. They are excited about the 
downtown redevelopment project and the new downtown area. 

9:00:38 AM Deborah Maclean commented on Agenda Item VI. B., and stated that she is against any increase 
in density. 

9:01 :46 am Fred Forbes stated that he was pleased to see the presentation regarding the update on the 
landscaping project. He suggested that the City make sure that maintenance is done. 

9:02:44 am Jack Caldwell, a member of the Tree Advisory Board, stated that the City landscaping project 
looks great. He informed Council of a discussion the Board had about trees being located too close to each other 
and in drainage easements. 

9:04: 17 am Nicole Johnson, addressed Agenda Item VI. B., regarding the EAR process. They are happy 
that Dr. Margaret Banyan and her students are working on it. She also addressed Agenda Item VII. R., 
regarding the monitoring for the DRGR, which she stated, the Conservancy fully supports. All of the tasks 
mirror the task force recommendation. She thanked Council for going forward with this in 2016. She 
concluded by suggesting monies be funded for modeling as well since that is what needs to be done next. 
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VI. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

A. PRESENTATION BY THE LEE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES ON SOLID 
WASTE FEES. 

9:08:26 am Pam Keyes, Director of Lee County Utilities, furnished a PowerPoint presentation (copy in 
Clerk's file) to address the solid rate fees. Since 2006 rates have decreased by 20%. In 2016, proposed is a 10% 
increase for residential properties, ($18 per year), and 13% for disposal fees (ranging from $24 to $31.75). This 
coming year they need to increase their revenues by $5 million as a result of declining electric sales and 
increased operational costs. Their debt service is less than 1.0, which they are looking to build up over the next 
three years. 

B. PRESENTATION BY FGCU RESEARCH TEAM ON THE PROCESS OF THE CITY'S 
EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL REPORT (EAR) RELATIVE TO THE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN AND THE UPCOMING APRIL 2016 DEADLINE. (GREENSHEET NO. 15-08-0265) 

9 : 16: 15 AM Dr. Margaret Banyan, with Florida Gulf Coast University, was in attendance to furnish a 
PowerPoint presentation (copy in clerk's file) on the City's Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) process. 
She informed Council that this process will not change the Comprehensive Plan, but rather will result in 
recommendations - it's a review of the plan. The deadline for completion is April 1, 2016. Several meetings 
have been scheduled - September 17, 2015 at the Fire District, October 6, 2015 at the library, and a third 
meeting in January with the location yet to be determined. They will also be conducting an online survey and 
making additional presentations to City Council. 

C. UPDATE BY CHRIS BUSK ON THE CITY-WIDE LANDSCAPING PROJECT. 

9:20:40 AM Public Works Director Matt Feeney introduced this Agenda Item and provided a brief overview 
of the construction activities underway. He informed Council that the Terry Street project will be wrapping up 
by the end of the month, as they are currently installing mulch and controllers for the irrigation system. With 
respect to U.S. 41, he informed Council of phone calls he received regarding median plantings. Although they 
realize that the medians don't look too appealing right now, they are in the process of installing the irrigation 
component. By the end of the week they expect to start at the south end of the project with median plantings. 
All the street trees have been installed. They expect the project to be complete the end of September. 

9:21 :50 am Chris Busk began by addressing the comment made by the member of the Tree Advisory Board 
during public comment and explained that the project is not complete, as there are some plantings that Superior 
Landscaping has planted in the ground to avoid having to maintain them in a container. Overall, there are things 
that are actually not where they are going to be. There are also other adjustments to be made within the next few 
months. Overall, not everything one sees is located exactly where they will be. He has surveyed the entire 
project on foot and placed every flag in its place. Also, there are no date palms in any of the swales, as they do 
not like wet areas. There are some royal palms that are in some swales near Pelican Landing, which is a result 
of power lines they had to work with, as the intent was to create more of a natural look. He further explained. 

9:27:21 AM Mr. Busk next addressed several questions asked by Council Member Peter Simmons regarding 
the project. He began by stating that there is a design plan for the entire project that consists of 43 pages. In 
response to Council Member Simmons question regarding East Terry Street, in the area where there exists a 
cluster of Sylvester palms, Mr. Busk explained that those trees are actually 80 feet apart. At the request of 
Mayor Nelson, Mr. Busk elaborated on the clustering of trees. Council Member Simmons next referred to trees 
that appeared to be dying, i.e., magnolias o U.S. 41, Mr. Busk explained that they had two water trucks down 
and they had to hand water the trees. Any trees that die are replaced. Discussion followed. 

U:\Deputy City Clerk\M INUTES\City Council\2015\08-19-15 City Council Minutes.doc 2 



9:43:20 AM Council Member Janet Martin stated that she felt the project looks great! She informed Council 
of a visitor who told her that the City made this a beautiful gateway into the City. 

D. PRESENTATION BY PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR NICOLE PERINO ON THE 
UPDATED RATE AND FEE SCHEDULE. NICOLE TO FURNISH A POWERPOINT 
PRESENTATION. 

9:45: 15 AM Parks and Recreation Director Nicole next furnished a PowerPoint presentation on the revised 
fee schedule for parks and recreation (copy in clerk's file). She did request that they wait to implement the fees 
until after construction. 

I 0:00:50 am Council Member Slachta motioned for Staff to move forward and prepare a revised Ordinance 
to bring back to City Council; Council Member Bill Lonkart seconded; and the motion carried unanimously. 

E. ADOPT LEGISLATNE PRIORITIES FOR 2016. (GREENSHEET NO. 15-08-0264) 

10:01 :50 AM City Manager Carl Schwing addressed this Agenda Item. He referred to the listed seven 
priorities attached to the Greensheet, which depicts two new items - support for a visitor's center at Lover's 
Key, and opposition to any legislation that would require taxpayers to pay for the relocation of utilities for 
municipal projects. 

10:07: 15 am Council Member Steve McIntosh addressed the visitor's center at Lover's Key, and informed 
Council that there is a citizens group who is working to make it more than a visitor's center - it would be more 
like a museum/educational center. It is an important private public partnership which he supports. 

10:08:08 am Mayor Nelson suggested "tweaking" the language for item 1, the word "prevent discharges 
from Lake Okeechobee," which is not what they are trying to do, as they are trying to make sure its regulated 
correctly. City Manager Schwing explained that was the wording that was adopted last year. He further 
explained. Mayor Nelson also suggested "tweaking" item 7 to make it more direct to the point - to address 
whose responsibility it would be. 

City Manager Schwing explained that every year they look for funds from the State to assist in the 
initiatives they are moving forward within the City. Last year they worked on a $1.2 to $1.3 million grant from 
the State to help with the portion of West Terry located just west of Old 41 - between Old 41 and the middle 
school. He explained that they were working on the $1.5 million for Lover's Key, and there was also money 
they were working on for water quality issues, in addition to looking for reimbursement for the renourishment of 
the beach, which the City did receive. 

10: 11 :35 am Council Member McIntosh suggested support for private projects for sustainability - solar, 
wind, etc. 

10: 12: 11 am Mayor Nelson stated that they also need to add into item 1 - the City of Bonita Springs supports 
State and Local sustainability initiatives. 

Council Member Simmons addressed item 7, and explained that where something is relocated, he didn't 
think that they automatically assume there's going to be a price increase. City Manager Schwing explained that 
they were not talking about increasing rates. Mayor Nelson clarified that item 7 addresses which entity would 
pay for it. 

Council Member McIntosh motioned adoption of the Legislative Priorities; Council Member Lonkart 
seconded; and the motion carried unanimously. 
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VII. CONSENT AGENDA: (NOTE: ITEMS ON THE CONSENT AGENDA WILL BE CONSIDERED AS 
ONE UNLESS A SPECIFIC ITEM IS REMOVED BY A COUNCIL MEMBER FOR SEPARATE 
DISCUSSION.) 

10:12:29 am Council Member McIntosh requested item K. be pulled. Council Member Simmons requested 
items A., F., I., J., and R. 

10: 15: 13 am Council Member McIntosh motioned to approve the remainder of the Consent Agenda (Items 
B., C., D., E., G., H., L., M., N., 0. P, and Q.; Council Member Simmons seconded; and the motion carried 
unanimously. 

10: 15:34 am In response to Council Member Simmons question relating to item A., Public Works Director 
Matt Feeney addressed comments made by Mr. Steinmeyer, explaining that this will entail a design a system 
that will go entirely underground and should not create a problem. 

10: 17:06 am Council Member Simmons motioned approval of Item A.; Council Member Slachta seconded; 
and the motion carried unanimously. 

10: 17:47 am Council Member Simmons next addressed Item F., regarding the settlement Agreement for 
Schwippert, to which City Attorney Audrey Vance explained that further litigation would exceed the costs and 
require the City to still pay damages. Overall, the decision they made on negotiating the price justified not 
continuing with litigation. They felt it was a fair deal and compromise. 

Council Member Simmons motioned approval of Item F .; Council Member Lonkart seconded; and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

10: 19:20 am With respect to Council Member Simmons' request to pull Item I., Finance Director Anne 
Wright furnished a clarification of the amendment. 

Council Member Simmons motioned to approve Item I.; Council Member Martin seconded; and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

10:20:45 am Finance Director Wright next furnished a clarification on Item J. 

Council Member Simmons motioned to approve Item J.; Council Member McIntosh seconded; and the 
motion carried unanimously. 

10:23:49 am Council Member McIntosh next addressed Agenda Item K., and stated that the YMCA is doing 
their best to get back on their feet, as there are a lot of sincere people in the City working to make that happen. 
They proposed a project to take over some summer afterschool programs but weren't successful. He thanked 
City Parks and Recreation Director Nicole Perino for meeting with the YMCA regarding projects the City and 
the YMCA can partner on. He also thanked City Manager Schwing. 

10:24: 17 am Council Member McIntosh motioned approval of Item K.; Council Member Slachta seconded; 
and the motion carried unanimously. 

10:24:47 am Council Member Simmons next addressed Agenda Item R. He stated that it makes sense to 
mention that any land owners who have worked with consultants or used consultants, was something he felt 
should be avoided. Maybe even go so far as people who have worked out there in the past through the years. 
He'd would like to avoid any appearance of impropriety with who they might want to hire for this Scope of 
Work. Mayor Nelson responded to Council Member Simmons explaining that is what he would be approving 
per a motion - to proceed with the process. Assistant City Manager John Gucciardo explained the first step 
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