
Local Planning Agency 
Thursday, January 19, 2017 

9:00 A.M. 
Bonita Springs City Hall 
9101 Bonita Beach Road 

Bonita Springs, Florida 34135 
MINUTES 

I. CALL TO ORDER. 

Vice Chairwoman Carolyn Gallagher calle d the meeting to 
orde r at 9:08 AM. 

II. ROLL CALL. 

Vice Chairwoman Gallaghe r a nd all Board Me mbe r s we r e 
pre s e nt except for Cha irma n He nry Bird and Board Me mbe r Don 
Col apietro. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

9:09:25 AM Leon Kline , r e side nt o f Bonita Springs , a dd r essed 
prope rty that was for s al e in Bonita Springs. 

9:11:02AM Jim Wurste r, me mber of the Bonita Springs Zoni ng Boar d, 
r e f e r e nce d Policies 1 .16.1 a nd 1. 16 .5 , and s ugges t e d a dd i ng 
a ccess . 

III. CONS ISTENT WITH FLORIDA STATUTES §163.3184 AND §163.3 174 , 
REVIEW OF CERTAIN PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF BONITA 
SPRINGS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOLLOWING THE STATUTORY 
EXPEDITED REVI EW PROCESS. THE LOCAL PLANNI NG AGENCY IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AMENDMENT AND SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CI TY 
COUNCIL REGARDING THE AMENDMENT OF SUCH PLAN . FINAL 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE ADOPTION OF SUCH PLAN OR PLAN 
AMENDMENT TO THE CI TY COUNCIL SHALL BE THE RES PONS I BILI TY 
OF THE LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY . THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS: 

1. FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT: CREATI NG OBJ ECTIVE 1.16 
RELATED TO THE BONITA BEACH ROAD CORRI DOR 

2. TRANSPORTATI ON ELEMENT : AMENDING GOAL 1 FOR 
INTEGRATION OF BICYCLES , PEDESTRIAN , TRANSIT AND 
VEHICULAR INFRASTRUCTURE. 

3. AMENDING POLICY 1.1 . 6 TO ADD BONITA BEACH ROAD AS A 
CONSTRAINED ROAD. 

4 . AMENDING POLICY 1. 1 .12 ADD I TIONAL CRITERIA FOR ACCESS. 



5. AMENDING OBJECTIVE 1. 2 TO INCORPORATE BICYCLES, 
PEDESTRIAN, TRANSIT ALONG WITH VEHICULAR 
INFRASTRUCTURE. 

6. AMENDING OBJECTI VE 1 . 3 AND 1 . 4 FOR COMPLETE STREETS 
AND PUBLI C VIEWSHEDS . 

7. AMENDING POLICY 1. 7 . 4 FOR THE BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN 
MASTER PLAN, AND THE BONITA BEACH ROAD VISIONING 
STUDY. 

8. AMENDING OBJECTIVE 1. 2 TO INCORPORATE BICYCLES, 
PEDESTRIAN, TRANSIT ALONG WITH VEHICULAR 
INFRASTRUCTURE. 

9. CREATING GOAL 2 WITH OBJ ECTIVES AND POLI CIES RELATED 
TO THE BONITA BEACH ROAD VISION STUDY. 

10. CAPTIAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT : AMEDNI NG PRIORI TIES TO 
IMPLEMENT VISION FOR A WALKABLE COMMUNITY. 

11. INTERGOVERNMENTAL ELEMENT: AMENDING GOAL 4 TO SPECI FY 
COOPERATIVE PLANS WITH SURROUNDING COUNTIES AND 
ADJACENT CI TI ES. 

12. ADDING THE BONITA BEACH ROAD QUADRANT MAP AND CORRIDOR 
NETWORK ZONES MAP TO THE TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT ; 

9:13:16 AM Dr . Mar g a r et Banyan , Fl o r ida Gul f Co ast Uni v ers i ty , 
pres ente d the Eva lua t i on and Appra isal Re port . She prov i de d a n 
ove rview of the process a nd d iscu ssed t h e curren t Compre h e n siv e 
Plan. She di s pla y e d a n aerial qua d ran t map which s howe d the l a nd 
uses that were a ssociat e d a d jacent to t h e a r ea. 

9:20:30 AM Boa rd Me mber Rex Si ms asked ab ou t t h e d is t a n c e o f t h e 
corridor being d iscussed . Ms. Cresp o stated t ha t it was 
approximately 12 mi l es. 

9:22:01 AM Dr. Banya n d iscu ssed the Toole Design Group s t u dy and 
s tat e d that the draft Ne t wo r k Zones Ma p a llowe d f o r s ome of t h e 
l a nd use dec i s ions a nd c reate d i ff erent c ha r ac t e r s f or the r oa d 
f r om east to west . 

9:25:27 AM Sh e provide d pub l ic feedba ck r egard ing t he p l acemen t of 
round - about s , traf f ic and tran s por t ation t o t he b eaches. She 
d iscussed hur r i c a n e ev a cua t i on as we l l . 

9:27:28 AM Vice Chai rwoman Gal l agher asked a bout the location of 
Tower Road . 

9:29:15 AM Ci t y At t orne y Vance p r ov i d e d t h e proce dure o f what t he 
Lo cal Planni ng Agency neede d t o do du r i ng t he mee ting . 

9:32:35 AM Vice Ch a i r woman wa nte d to know wh e t her each bul l et 
wou l d b e vote d on i ndivi du al ly o r c o l lec t i vely . 
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9:34: 17 AM Boa rd Me mbe rs Sam Vincent and Meg Jacobson s ugges t e d 
voting colle ctive ly t o determine the overall vision of the plan. 

9:35:00 AM Board Me mbe r Vince nt suggested to individually di s cuss 
e ach i t em a nd the n vot e collectively. 

9:36:03 AM Boa rd Me mber Sims discussed his conce rns regarding t h e 
limi ta t i on o f t r a n s portation and classif i cation of the u se. He 
f el t tha t t h e pla n did not r e duce the amount t r a ffic. 

9:40:06 AM Board Membe r Vincent f e lt that the v ision ne ede d to b e 
a d aptable . 

9:44:44 AM Dr . Banyan s t a t e d t hat t h e r e we r e a few cha lle nges in 
draf t ing the Comprehensiv e Plan l a ngua g e . She s t ated t hat there 
we r e s ma l l c ha nges tha t we r e imple me nt e d that allowe d for an 
i n c r ease i n mul t i moda l t ran s portat i on. 

9:47:29 AM Board Me mbe r Sims s tat e d tha t h e did not believe that 
t h e pla n would c reat e a n y reduction i n the amount of traffic on 
the r o a ds. 

9:48:56 AM Dr. Banya n resp ond e d by s t at ing tha t t h e y were limite d 
i n scope o f t ransportation e l emen t. 

9:50:28 AM Board Me mber Vincen t wanted to know h ow the Board's 
vision c ould b e inco r porated into certain items on page 1 of 1 
s u c h as archi t ec t ural standard s , accessory structures, site 
design, etc. 

9:52: 17 AM Vice Chairwoman Gal l agher referen ced b i k i ng a nd 
s upported the i dea of having alternative mean s o f tran s port t i on 
wi t h in t he City. 

9:53:43 AM Board Member Vincent asked whe ther there was an 
opportun ity for interconnectivity. Dr. Banyan s t ated that t h e 
public exp ressed support for interconnectivi ty. 

9:56:21 AM Al e xis Crespo, Wald r op Enginee r ing , r e f erence d ite m 1 
related to tran s portat ion e l e ment . She s uggested to ha v e the 
Board start i n that sections s ince much of the ir s ugges t ion s 
seemed to be r ooted on the s ubj ect . 

9:59:03 AM Board Me mber Vincent stated that transportation lead t o 
d ev e lopme nt a nd the r e wa s opportunity to d e v e lop a b e tter roa dwa y 
for both p e destrians and drivers. 

10:01 :59 AM Boa rd Member Sims state d that he d i d no t wa nt to 
e xclusively limit the changes to b icycle but a l terna t ive means o f 
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transportation. He wanted it to apply to o the r e l ements a nd 
provided an example. Dr. Banyan state d tha t the vis ion r e l a t e d to 
Bonita Beach Road portrayed the city a s a g a t e wa y . 

10:07: 15 AM Vice Chairwoman Gallaghe r s ugges t e d adding certain 
language to the Comprehensive Plan. Boar d Membe r Sims was 
concerned that there would be constraints re l a t e d to the wor d i ng 
of the document. 

10: 10:24 AM Board Member Vincent a s ke d about the c onnec tion o f 
streets in Bonita Springs. Dr. Banya n state d tha t on c e safe t y was 
increased then usage would follow. 

10: 12:34 AM Board Member Bob Thinnes refe r e nce d the Fu ture Land 
Use element and suggested removing c e rtain l a nguage so tha t i t 
would only be kept within the Tra n sportation El ement a nd no t i n 
Future Land Use. He also p r ovide d an example . 

10: 15:55 AM City Attorne y Vance s t a t e d that the Boa rd was not a b le 
to place things within th Compre h en s ive Plan t ha t woul d nega t e 
state road systems. 

10:16:51 AM Vice Chairwoman Galla ghe r s tate d tha t s h e fe lt i t was 
important to have ce rtain langua g e wi th i n the Compre h e nsiv e Pl a n 
that reflected the need to improve bicycle -wa ys. 

10: 17:39 AM Ms. Cre spo s tated tha t there shoul d be conne ctiv i ty 
b e tween Land Use and Tra n s porta t i on. 

10:19:25 AM Ci t y Attorney Vance cla ri fi e d what was being 
discussed. Discus sion on l a ngu a g e ensu e d . 

10:25:39 AM Board Member Vincent re f e r e nce d a lte rnative modes of 
trans porta tion s uch as i ntermoda l coor dina t i on and re f erred to 
Obj e ctive 1.2. Boar d Member Sims agreed wi t h Board Me mber 
Vincent. 

10:28:38 AM Ci ty At t orney Va nce referenced a gated c ommun ity a nd 
s uggested l a nguag e to a dd . 

10:31:57 AM Ci ty At t orney Va nce s ugges t e d t o quali f y t he l anguage 
i n s t ead of r e movi ng i t as sugges t e d by Board Membe r Sims . She 
provi de d ex ampl es that this wou l d apply t o . 

10:35:04 AM Ci ty At torne y Va nce a ddressed Boa rd Membe r S i ms 
c oncern s a nd s tate d t hat gates cou ld not b e placed on publ ic 
roads. 

10:36:29 AM Board Member Si ms refe r enced Strike La ne a nd asked who 
would own a nd ma i n t a i n right s - of-way on certain roa ds. 
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10:37:23 AM Dr. Banyan s uggest e d word i ng f o r a ccess. Vice 
Chairwoma n Ga l laghe r ask e d a bou t providing a n e x emption to g a t e d 
communit ies , and e ncourag e t hose c ommun i t ies to ha v e outsid e 
a ccess. 

10:41 :58 AM Boar d Membe r Thi nnes s ugges t e d add i ng a quali f ier . 
Vice Chai rwoma n Ga lla gher asked about i ngress and eg ress. City 
Attorne y Va nce re f e r e nce d El e me n t a r y Way. 

10:45:01 AM City Attorne y Vance p r ovide d a n e xpla n a t ion o f 
i nte rconne ct i vity . 

10:49:00 AM Vice Chai r woma n Gallaghe r di s cussed the qua d ran t. 
Board Me mbe r Sims s t a t e d that t hrough meant a public s treet 
t h r ough a gate d c ommuni t y and s ugges t e d to s t r ike it. Vice 
Chai r woman Ga lla ghe r r eferenc e d bus ype f aci lities and stat e d 
that i t wa s limite d . 

A SHORT BREAK WAS TAKEN TO 10: 54 A. M. 

10:55:52 AM Ms . Crespo stated that t h e g oa l was to l imit c hanges 
to apply only to the Bon i t a Beach Roa d corridor. Vi ce Chairwoma n 
Gallagher r efer ence d Obj ective 1 . 4 . 

10:57:54 AM Board Me mber Vinc e n t asked how t he p rinciples would b e 
a ppl ied through c omplete st r ee t s. 

10:58:44 AM Board Member Sims expressed c on c e rn regarding 
facil i t ies t hat were par t o f the Boni t a Sp rings t raf f ic s t u dy . 

11:02:57 AM Boar d Membe r Vincent asked wha t a t raff ic ca l ming 
device e ntai l e d . 

11:05:58 AM Vice Chai rwoman Gal l a gher s ugges t e d add i ng the words 
interconn e ct i on a nd c ompat i b i l ity t o goa l on p a g e 7 o f 9. 

11:09:27 AM Boar d Me mbe r Sims reference d Policy 1.7 .4 and Pol i cy 
2. 1 . 1 . Ms. Crespo a lso referen ced Po licy 2 .1.6 reg a rd i ng an 
evaluat i on of fund i ng. 

11: 10:57 AM Ms. Crespo r e comme nde d t o have Board Me mber Sims 
mod i f y Policy 2. 1.1 if h e had concerns with the l a ngua g e . 

11:13:05 AM City Attorn e y Va nce sta ted that certain sidewalk 
pol i c ies a llowe d a fee in l ieu . Board Me mber Vince nt d i scussed 
the phrasing . 
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11: 14:37 AM Jacqueline Genson, Community Development, s t ated t hat 
the Policy was providing communi cation to othe r c i ties to s how 
what Bonita Be ach Road should look like. 

I I: 15:45 AM Vice Chairwoman Gallagher expressed h e r concerns 
r egarding the language and the way it was conveye d to the publ ic. 

11 :18:17 AM Board Member Sims and Vice Chairwoman Ga lla gher asked 
about Policy 2.1.5 . , raised b i cycle crossings. Dr. Ba nya n stated 
that the purpos e of the raised crossing was to h e lp reduce 
conflict between cars and b i cycle s. Board Me mbe r Vincent asked 
about e l evat i on when crossing Bonita Beach Road . 

11 :22:53 AM Board Member Sims r e ference d Policy 2 . 2. 5 . Ms . Crespo 
s t a t e d that the re were different ways of addressing f r on tage 
roads . 

11:28:34 AM City Attorney addressed conce rns e xpressed by Boa rd 
Membe rs Sims and Galla gher and stated that r easona ble c ondi tion s 
could b e added. 

11:30:44 AM Board Membe r Sims r e f e r ence d Policy 2 . 5 . 2 a nd where 
zone -spe cific des ign regulations were coming from . Dr . Ba nyan 
s tate d tha t it r e f e rre d to a map that was i n Pol i cy 2 . 5 .1. 

11 :33: 14 AM Ms . Ge n s on that the r e we re s p e cif ic di agra ms t h a t were 
provide d to diffe r entiate zone s . Vice Cha i r woma n Ga l l a gh e r ask e d 
whe t he r t here we r e charging s t a tions for e l e ctr i c c a r s. 

11 :38:34 AM Dr . Banyan stat e d t hat there was a request from the 
publ i c t o a dd Fort Myers Beach in r e l a t i on t o walkabl e and 
b i cy c l e f rie ndly c ommunities. 

11:43:06 AM Ms . Gen s on stated that limitat i on s wou l d ha v e to b e 
a dd ressed i n t h e Land Dev e l opment Code. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

11:44:35 AM Keith Jennings, p roperty owner within Bon ita Sp ring s , 
exp ressed his opposition t o the visioning study. He f e lt that 
c e rtain asp ects were not taken into consid e rat i on. 

11:48:35 AM City Attorne y Vanc e prov i d e d the p r oce dur e to rev iew 
the Eva l ua t i on a nd Appraisal Report and fo r Board Me mbers t o 
p r ovide a recommendation to Council. 

11 :51 :25 AM Board Me mber Vincent referenced Te r ry Stree t . 
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11 :52:47 AM Dr. Banya n di s cussed various asp e c t s that i nvolved the 
s tudy t h a t n eede d to occur a nd the r eason why s p ec i fi c langua ge 
was not included. 

11 :53:33 AM City Attorn y Vance s tate d tha t the pur pose of t he 
vi s ioning s tudy was to put a fra me work in pla c e . 

11 :54:52 AM City Attorney Va nce s t ated that the r e we r e conce rns 
previou sly e xpressed relat e d to trans porta tion . 

11 :56:00 AM Boa rd Me mbe r Sims s t a t e d that c r eating public access 
through a g a t e d community could creat e i ssues . 

11 :59: 16 AM Arleen Hunt e r, As s i s t a nt City Man a g e r , r eference d the 
vision s tat ement of the Compre h ensiv e Plan. She s tat e d t hat each 
e l ement n eed e d to b e studie d furthe r a nd tha t t h e r e we r e severa l 
public mee t i ngs that we r e conducte d t o see wha t r es i dent s wa n ted 
to have in Bonita Spri ngs . 

Vice Cha irwoman Galla ghe r e n te r e d a mot ion t o a ccep t t he 
r eport a s pre sented wi th the ex ception of i t e rn #4 a nd with t h e 
a dd i tion o f c e rtain l a nguage i ncluding compa t i bili t y; Boa rd 
Membe r Me g Jacobs on seconde d. 

12:06:17 PM Boa rd Me mbe r Vince n t sta t e d that h e fe lt the v i s ion 
wa s s trong. 

12:07: IO PM Board Me mbe r Thinnes s t a t e d tha t no mat t e r how much 
wor k was being done ,_ the.r_e_ w.o.uld b e_some s ort of traffic p rob lem. 
Boa rd Me mbe r s Sims expresse d h is concern tha t t he r e port was 
focused too muc h on the bicyc l e p a th but did not r esolve othe r 
i ssues . 

The motion carrie d unan i mous l y . 

UPON A RECOMMENDATION BY THE LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY, THE 
CITY ATTORNEY WI LL PREPARE AN ORDINANCE FOR THE TRANSMI TTAL 
HEARING. 

12: 11 :25 PM Dr. Banyan provi de d an ove rvi e w of wha t was go i ng to 
b e di scu ssed at t he next meeting . 

IV . DISCUSS ION 
BACK- UP W
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V. NEXT MEETI NG. 02 /0 9/ 17 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES : 12 /0 8/16 
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Boa rd Membe r Meg 
minut e s a s present e d; 
ca rrie d unan i mous ly. 

J a cobs on ente r e d 
Board Me mber V
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VII. ADJOURNMENT . 

There be ing no f urthe r i t e ms t o d i s cuss, t he me et ing 
djour ne d a t 12:12 PM . 

Re s p e ctfully s ubmitte d , 

Ch a rl e n Wade , De puty Ci t y Cl e rk / HR Ass i s. 

APPROVED: 
LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY: 
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