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The City of Bonita Springs will celebrate Independence Day with the 

annual Star Spangled Bonita event on Tuesday, July 4th at Riverside 

Park in Bonita Springs.  The Party in the Park will begin at 4 p.m. and 

includes a kids’ amusement area, the annual old-fashioned bed race, 

eating contests and live 

entertainment from local bands. 

The City of Bonita Springs will 

light up the night sky with a 

spectacular fireworks display 

and laser light show after dark.  

Watermelon and ice cream 

eating contests will take place 

throughout the afternoon.  The 

Liles Hotel and the Artists’   

Cottages will be open to the public.   

The children’s amusement area includes giant water slides, amusement 

rides, a slip-n-slide,  train rides and more! 

The old-fashioned bed race is sponsored by the Bonita Springs YMCA. For 

more information, call 239-221-7560. 

The Bonita Springs 59th Annual July 4th Parade theme is Pride in our  

Past, Faith in our Future and will take place at 9:00am. For more  

information please visit www.local3444.org.  The parade is sponsored by 

Bonita Springs Professional   Firefighters Local 3444.  

Admission to Star Spangled Bonita is free to the entire community. Food 

and  beverages will be available for purchase with proceeds from the 

beverage sales  going to the Bonita Springs Rotary. Please do not bring 

coolers or pets to the park. 

http://www.local3444.org


 

BTV98 offers programming designed to    

inform and educate the citizens and visitors 

of Bonita Springs. Broadcasts of City    

meetings are scheduled to play throughout 

the week. Check www.bonitatv.org for up to 

date listings. 
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Lee County Mosquito Control District (LCMCD) is committed to 
improving the quality of life, facilitating outdoor activities and 
protecting the public health in our community by implementing 

environmentally sound practices that control mosquitoes throughout Lee County. To check for 
areas tentatively scheduled for adult mosquito treatment, please go to www.lcmcd.com/services
-programs/treatment-schedule/ or if you are experiencing 
issues with mosquitoes that you would like to report, please fill 
out the service request at www.LCMCD.com. To contact LCMCD 
directly call (239) 694-2174 .  

Visit their website to learn how you can take steps to reduce 
the number of mosquitoes around your home and community 
to protect your family from Zika and other mosquito-viral 
infections this summer. 

http://www.lcmcd.com/services-programs/treatment-schedule/
http://www.lcmcd.com/services-programs/treatment-schedule/
http://www.LCMCD.com


 

 

The City of Bonita Springs is seeking Volunteers to Serve  

on Various Advisory Boards and Committees 

The City of Bonita Springs is currently seeking applications from persons interested in volunteering on the Outreach Advisory Committee. The 
Outreach Committee will provide input to the City Council with a view towards fostering broad and inclusive participation by members of the 
Bonita Springs Community in civic affairs. Without limitation, such input by the Outreach Committee may include, at its discretion, 
suggestions concerning City programs, events and advisory committee participation.  

The City of Bonita Springs also currently has openings on the following Advisory Boards: the Technology Advisory Board, the Street Light 
Advisory Board, the Special Events Committee and the Tree Advisory Board. Volunteers allow the City of Bonita Springs to practice 
government light. In order to have this fast, efficient local government, Bonita relies heavily on the input, time, and expertise of volunteers 
that make its various committees. 

The Special Events Committee helps promote and support the city events. The four major events they assist with are Celebrate Bonita, 4th of 
July, RiverFest and Holiday in the Park. They also provide recommendations to City Council on any changes to the special events ordinance. 
The committee is also called upon from time to time to advise Council for events. 

The Street Light Advisory Board reviews citizens’ requests for new lighting. The board also studies the city lighting map to investigate areas 
that need additional lighting, as well as street lights that are out.  

The Tree Advisory Board realizes the importance of trees to our community, our world and our lives. The Board works to keep the City of 
Bonita Springs a Tree City USA. The Board also protects heritage trees such as live oak, banyan trees, and slash pines not only for history 
and longevity, but how they positively impact eco-systems. The Board reviews land development and zoning sites prior to redevelopment to 
ensure heritage trees are protected and preserved. They also work to inform the public about native plants that are healthy for our community 
and invasive exotics that should be avoided as well as good pruning practices.  

The Technology Advisory Board researches various topics that relate to new technologies and their impact on the City of Bonita Springs. The 
committee is made up of volunteers with diverse and extensive real works experience a willingness to share ideas objectively and long term 
view of the functions of local government.   

The City of Bonita Springs is always seeking volunteers to serve on various advisory boards and committees when vacancies occur. Other 
committees include the Historic Preservation Board, Bicycle Pedestrian Safety Advisory Committee,  Local Planning Agency, Veterans 
Advisory Committee, and the Art in Public Places Board. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please submit an application to: Debra Filipek, City Clerk, City of Bonita Springs, 9101 Bonita Beach 
Road, Bonita Springs, FL 34135; Telephone: 239-949-6262, or visit our website at www.cityofbonitasprings.org  for an application or further 
information. 

 

http://www.cityofbonitasprings.org
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Wed. 6/7/2017 4:00 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Workshop - Budget Guidance to Staff  

Wed. 6/7/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE  

Thur. 6/8/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Local Planning Agency Meeting TELEVISED LIVE 

Thur. 6/8/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers Veterans Committee Meeting   

Mon. 6/12/2017 4:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Tree Advisory Board Meeting 

Tues. 6/13/2017 5:15 P.M. Rm # 118 Art in Public Places  

Thur. 6/15/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Street Light Committee Meeting  

Mon. 6/19/2017 4:00 P.M. Liles Hotel  Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Board  

Mon. 6/19/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Technology Advisory Board Meeting  

Tues. 6/20/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Zoning Board Meeting - TELEVISED LIVE 

Wed. 6/21/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE  

Thur. 6/29/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Historical Preservation Board Meeting  

Wed. 7/5/2017 4:00 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council "Business Mix & Mingle"  

Wed. 7/5/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE  

Fri. 7/7/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Budget Meeting  

Mon. 7/10/2017 4:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Tree Advisory Board Meeting 

Tues. 7/11/2017 5:15 P.M. Rm # 118 Art in Public Places  

Thur. 7/13/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Local Planning Agency Meeting TELEVISED LIVE 

Thur. 7/13/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers Veterans Committee Meeting   

Mon. 7/17/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Zoning Meeting TELEVISED LIVE      

Mon. 7/17/2017 4:00 P.M. Liles Hotel  Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Board  

Mon. 7/17/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Technology Advisory Board Meeting  

Tues. 7/18/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Zoning Board Meeting - TELEVISED LIVE 

Wed. 7/19/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE  

Thur. 7/20/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Street Light Committee Meeting  

Thur. 7/27/2017 5:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Historical Preservation Board Meeting  

Wed. 8/2/2017 4:00 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council "Business Mix & Mingle"  

Wed. 8/2/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers City Council Meeting TELEVISED LIVE  

Thur. 8/3/2017 1:00 PM City Council Chambers Code Enforcement Hearing  

Tues. 8/8/2017 5:15 P.M. Rm # 118 Art in Public Places  

Thur. 8/10/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Local Planning Agency Meeting TELEVISED LIVE 

Thur. 8/10/2017 5:30 P.M. City Council Chambers Veterans Committee Meeting   

Mon. 8/14/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers City Council Zoning Meeting TELEVISED LIVE      

Mon. 8/14/2017 4:30 P.M. Rm # 118 Tree Advisory Board Meeting 

Tues. 8/15/2017 9:00 A.M. City Council Chambers Zoning Board Meeting - TELEVISED LIVE 



 

 



 

 

The Bicycle Pedestrian Committee 

standing near a fish inspired bike rack 

that has been installed near the Liles 

Hotel in downtown Bonita Springs 

Municipal officials from across a 19-county region encompassing the Northern 
Everglades Estuaries and the Lake Okeechobee Watershed voted unanimously 
to support the creation of the Lake Okeechobee Regional Compact. 

Specifically, the compact is a commitment by local government leaders to work 
together across jurisdictional boundaries to create a comprehensive plan 
addressing a myriad of environmental and economic challenges associated 
with discharges from Lake Okeechobee. The compact also includes 
commitments to create a joint policy position with funding recommendations to 
the United States Congress and the Florida Legislature, as well as specific 
policy recommendations related to land management, storm water runoff, and 
septic to sewer programs.   

Supported by the Florida League of Cities’ Regional Compact Initiative, a 
meeting was held which focused on cities and counties sharing their individual 
challenges and local solutions, as well as learning from the South Florida Water 
Management District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to identify 
opportunities where joint action would benefit the entire region.  Sanibel Mayor Kevin Ruane has been engaged 
in the effort since the beginning.  

Next steps for the officials who signed on to the Lake Okeechobee Regional Compact include taking the agreed 
upon compact to their individual cities for ratification and then identifying staff resources and expertise to serve on 
a regional planning team tasked with the creation of a joint strategic plan. 

A few municipalities who also adopted Resolutions to participate include the City of Sanibel, the City of Stuart, the 
City of Okeechobee, and the Town of Fort Myers Beach. 

City of Bonita Springs to Participate in the  

Lake Okeechobee Regional Compact 
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 3 Day A Week Watering Schedule 

City of Bonita Springs Neighborhood Services  
27300 Old 41 Rd. , Bonita Springs FL 34135  

Phone: 239-949-6257   Fax: 239-947-5145  

www.cityofbonitasprings.org  
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Visit the link below for more information on flood protection: 

 

http://www.cityofbonitasprings.org/flood_protection_information/ 
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The Bonita Springs Recreation Center held a 
Hurricane Preparedness Seminar on May 18, 
2017.  

 
Guest speakers included Assistant Chief Greg 
DeWitt and Natalie Hughes from Bonita Springs 
Fire Department, Jim Bjostad, Lee County 
Emergency Management, as well as NBC 2 
News Meteorologist Kristen Kirchhaine.  

The City of Bonita Springs Historic Preservation Board  held a Historic 
Designation Ceremony on May 23rd, 2017. During the ceremony, the Historic 
Preservation Board and the Everglades Wonder Gardens unveiled the historic 
plaque that represents that the property is officially recognized as a designated 
historical resource of the City of Bonita Springs. The City currently has 23 
designated properties. 

The Everglades Wonder Gardens features local and exotic animals, plants, and 
related historical and educational exhibits. The site encompasses roughly 3½ 
acres of land adjacent to Old 41 Road. It was established in 1936 and was 
originally named the Bonita Springs Reptile Garden. Tourist attractions such as 
this were common throughout Florida in the 1930’s and 1940’s. 

Hurricane Preparedness 
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The City of Bonita Springs teamed up with the YMCA to build 8 new pickle ball courts. The ribbon 
cutting ceremony was May 15, 2017. The city helped pay for the courts with the requirement that 
everyone can use the courts, not just YMCA members.  It will cost non-members $4 to use. Courts 
also can be reserved. 



 

 

Celebrate National Park and Recreation Month by Exploring New Activities Together   
July is the nation’s official Park and Recreation Month.  Some may be surprised to discover that the City of Bonita Springs has twenty parks! A 
descriptive list of these parks can be found through the user-friendly ‘Parks link’ at www.BonitaSpringsRecreation.org. The Parks and Recreation link is 
also accessible on the City website at www.cityofbonitasprings.org.   

Five Fun, Inexpensive Ways to Get Active Together This Summer: 
Nature Treasure Hunt      
If hiking in Florida seems strange, make it a treasure hunt. Create a ‘key,’ a list of things for your children to find with photocopies of trees, leaves, bird 
species, or animals. In the past year Bonita Springs added Cullum’s Bonita Trail. It makes a perfect scenic walk spanning a little more than a mile into 
pristine nature. The Imperial River crosses it at several points. There is a kayak launch, several benches and plenty of beautiful spots to lay a blanket 
down for a picnic. Segments of the trail has natural shading allowing a pleasant experience for morning and afternoon walks even during summer 
months. Bug spray may be a good idea. The Bonita Trail starts at the Nature Place at 27601 Kent Road.  Pick up a free copy of the Go WILD Coloring 
Book at City Hall, located 9101 Bonita Beach Rd. It has pictures of some of the native wildlife and plants 
you can find on the Bonita Trail. Children can color the pictures first, then see what they can find. 
Document their finds with a digital camera and give prizes!  
 
Water Sports Downtown 
One of the most unique features of downtown Bonita Springs is that it offers many outdoor 
recreational opportunities on the river. With the Imperial River running right through it, there are 
gorgeous scenic routes for kayaking, paddleboarding or canoeing. The Artist cottages are open to the 
public every Sunday. One of the Cottages offers kayak rentals. Spend a day on the water then dine in a 
lovely restaurant, all within walking distance! 

Take your Furry Family Along 
Taking the dog makes any outing seem more like an adventure. Depot Park is over the railroads tracks next to Riverside Park and bandshell. Located at 
10375 Pennsylvania Ave., it is a beautiful tree canopied park that sits on the Imperial River. Depot Park is dog friendly and also has a natural 
playground for children. A tree climbing dog often visits Depot Park and lucky visitors will witness the dog thirty feet up in a tree! 

Those with a furry family will be excited to know about the Bonita Dog Park. The Dog Park has three fenced areas for large, medium and small dogs, a 
dog wash station, picnic pavilion, and an asphalt walking path. It is located on East Terry St. at the light of East Terry and Matheson Ave. 

Get Healthy Together 
Gym memberships for a whole family can be expensive, but a membership to the Recreational Center is an affordable way to work out. A year 
membership for Bonita residents is less than $5 a month! This includes access to the Community Pool, where water aerobics classes and swim lessons 
are offered. The Recreation Center has fitness classes like stretch and tone and line dancing that are included in membership. The recreation center 
also offers inexpensive personal training. The new website has a calendar on the homepage that shows all the classes for that day and the upcoming 
week.  The recreation center also hosts free events. There are free seminars, charity events and other activities. The popular annual Charity Fashion 
Show is coming up on August 17th at noon. These events can be found on the scrolling portion of the upgraded website’s homepage.  

Play Disc Golf Together 
To play disc golf you just need to know how to throw a Frisbee. It uses the same rules as traditional 
golf. Bonita’s scenic 18-hole course wraps around our 7 acre lake. This is an exciting game for the 
whole family and a great workout. The disc golf course has amateur tee pads for the beginner and 
pro pads for the more advanced player. There is no charge to play! Those wishing to play can go to 
the Recreation Center, located at 26740 Pine Avenue off of West Terry Street. The Recreation 
Center will provide a map and score card. People usually bring their own equipment, though discs 
are available for purchase.  

For more information call the Bonita Springs Recreation Center at 239-992-2556 or visit the new 
website at www.BonitaSpringsRecreation.org.        
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Council on the Move 

Council attended Governor Scott’s jobs 
announcement at HERC Rentals 

Mayor Simmons and Council attended the Fiesta Event at Riverside Park 
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Mayor Peter Simmons continued his outreach efforts with 
an interview with Telemundo at the Everglades Wonder 
Gardens historic designation ceremony 

County Commissioner Cecil Pendergrass, Estero 
Mayor Jim Boesch and Mayor Peter Simmons 

 

City Council members meeting with Representative Matt Caldwell 
in Tallahassee for the Legislative Session.  

Councilman Steven Slachta, Deputy Mayor Peter O’Flinn and 
Mayor Peter Simmons attend the high school groundbreaking 
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Project Update 

Construction on the Bonita Springs Downtown Improvements 

Project is complete from the Imperial River Bridge to 

Tennessee Street.  Currently crews are working on 

constructing the roundabout at Old 41 Road and Terry 

Street.  The signal was removed and the intersection is set up 

in a roundabout configuration.  This work will be complete this 

fall and the project will be finished! 

 
For additional information about the project contact the 

project’s Public Information Officer, Kris Cella, Cella Molnar & 

Associates, Inc. by phone 239-337-1071 or email 

kcella@cella.cc or visit the project website 

www.BonitaSpringsDowntownImprovements.com. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns during construction, 
please contact the project public information consultant 

Kris Cella, Cella Molnar & Associates, Inc. 

1631 Hendry Street, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

(239) 337-1071, kcella@cella.cc 

Visit the project website at 

www.BonitaSpringsDowntownImprovements.com 
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